
“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I 
will rain down bread from heaven 
for you.” 
(Exodus 16:4) 

“Strike the rock and water will 
come out of it for the people to 
drink.” 
(Exodus 17:6) 



“Then have them make a sanctuary 
for me, and I will dwell among them.” 
(Exodus 25:8) 

“And I will give you the tablets of 
stone, with the law and commands I 
have written for their instruction.” 
(Exodus 24:12) 
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“Now then, you and all these people, get 
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I 
am about to give to them—to the Israelites.” 
(Joshua 1:2) 

“But Ruth replied, ‘… Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your God 
my God.’” 
(Ruth 1:16) 



“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack 
nothing... I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me.” 
(Psalm 23:1, 4) 

“In the fourth year of Solomon’s reign 
over Israel, ... , he began to build the 
temple of the Lord.”  
(I Kings 6:1) 



“And he [Naaman] dipped himself in 
the Jordan seven times, as the man of 
God had told him.” 
(II Kings 5:14) 

“Suddenly a chariot of fire... and 
Elijah went up to heaven in a 
whirlwind.”  
(II Kings 2:11) 



“The word of the Lord came to 
Jonah… ‘Go to Nineveh…’ but he got 
up to run away to Tarshish.” 
(Jonah 1:1-3) 
  

“I saw the Lord seated on a throne, 
high and exalted.” 
(Isaiah 6:1) 



“The hand of the Lord was upon me... 
and he set me in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones.” 
(Ezekiel 37:1) 

“So the king gave the order, and they 
brought Daniel and threw him into the 
lions’ den.” 
(Daniel 6:16) 



“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed.” 
(Isaiah 53:5) 
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These paintings of scenes from the New Testament are in the two shorter wings (the “arms” of the 
cross). The four main features of the panels are the birth of Christ, the baptism of Christ, the 
crucifixion, and the ascension. Each panel has the same format, a central frame of the featured event 
in the life of Christ and several people holding items that reflect their encounters with Jesus.  On the 
drapes of each panel are multiple paintings of episodes portrayed in the gospels, including most of the 
major stories. The fourth panel also depicts a few events from the book of Acts. 

New Testament Paintings 
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Birth  
of Christ 

The first of four panels is on the west side of the north wing, featuring the birth of 
Christ.  On either side of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus are scenes from before and after 
the birth.  Look closely to find the betrothal, angelic announcements to various 
individuals and the shepherds, the magi following the star, the escape to Egypt and even 
Jesus in the temple at age 12. 
 



Baptism 
of Christ 

On the east side of the north wing is the panel featuring the baptism of Christ by John 
the Baptist.  Blended together on this panel are various scenes from the life and 
teachings of Jesus.  Below the baptismal scene Nathanael holds a frame showing his 
encounter with Christ, when he was likely thinking of Jacob as Jesus called him (John 
1:45-51).  Look also for the temptation of Jesus, the Samaritan woman and a storm on 
the Sea of Galilee. 



The  
Crucifixion 

On the east side of the south wing is a panel which features the crucifixion of Christ. 
Various scenes from the gospels surround the three crosses at Golgotha.  With a careful 
eye, you may see Simon from Cyrene who was compelled to help Jesus carry the cross, 
the centurion in charge of this execution, even Pilate washing his hands.  Notice the 
women whose frame shows the empty tomb and whose Greek scroll reads, “He is 
risen; he is not here.” 
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The 
Ascension 

On the west side of the south wing is the panel with the ascension of Christ in the center. 
Above it the sky declares the glory of God.  Around it are scenes from the resurrection 
appearances, as well as a few of the stories in the book of Acts.  Study this panel and 
you will see Jesus on the road to Emmaus, Philip baptizing the Ethiopian, apostles 
preaching at Pentecost and several episodes from Paul’s ministry.  These show Paul 
escaping from prison in Philippi, preaching in Athens, being shipwrecked and under 
Roman guard, but still teaching others about Christ. 
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The Parables 
The parables of Jesus are featured in narrow bands of paintings on both the north and south ends of 
the wings. Characters are shown as Jesus described them, e.g., the father embracing the prodigal son 
with the elder brother in the background (below, bottom right). Look for others you recognize, such 
as the rich fool and the sower.  
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The Apse 
The apse, at the front of the chapel, displays a set of scenes typical in medieval churches. The scenes 
portray the promised return of Christ and the end of the ages. In medieval churches these scenes 
were placed at the apse so that those gathered for worship might remember and focus on the fact that 
this life is temporary, but eternity is in the future. The scenes were chosen both to give hope and to 
offer a sober reminder that people can choose their own destiny – good or bad. 

The apse of the chapel continues the Byzantine symbolism in the painting of Christ. His right hand 
points up to the golden road and the gates of heaven, where those entering wear white robes. The left 
hand points down to the gates of perdition, where misery and 
flames issue forth. The crumbling world at the end of days 
shows the vanity of temporary things. 

Early Byzantine doctrine accepted the painting of Christ as 
God manifesting himself in man. But it was still considered 
wrong to paint God the Father, deemed to be a violation of the 
Ten-Commandment injunction against making an image of 
God. To illustrate that God the Father was behind Christ and 
the work on the cross, Byzantines frequently painted the shape 
of a cross in the halo around Christ. Within the cross shape 
were the Greek words that look much like the English letters 
“O-W-N.” In Greek, these letters form two words, pronounced 
in English as “ho on.” They mean “The One who is.” It is the 
Greek translation of God’s name revealed to Moses at the burning bush – “I AM.” 

The Byzantine Christ 
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On the arch at the front of the apse, the 
Greek word meaning “Holy,” pronounced 
“hagios,” appears three times. The triple 
repetition is found in the Old Testament 
scene of God’s throne described in Isaiah 6 
and in the New Testament description found 
in Revelation. ”Day and night they never 
stop saying “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
God Almighty’ who was and is and is to 
come.” (Revelation 4:8 ESV).  

 

One angel holds a crown and a Greek scroll that 
reads, “Be faithful until death and I will give you 
the crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10 ESV). This 
angel stands beside a portrayal of the virtues: 
prayer, alms for the poor, aiding the sick and 
wounded, rearing children in the nurture and 
admonition of God, consoling the bereaved. The 
Greek below this series quotes Jesus’ words, “In 
as much as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 
These words of Jesus come from his parable of the 
sheep and goats, in which judgment is based on 
whether benevolent service was given to those in 
need, such as feeding the hungry.  

The opposite side of the apse shows an 
angel of death holding prison keys. 
This counterpart vignette shows the 
vices: vanity, carousing, theft, murder, 
etc. Below these, the Greek again 
quotes Jesus, “Go from me, those 
cursed, into the everlasting fire. For I 
was hungry and you did not give me 
to eat….” (Matthew 25:41-42). 
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In the apse, under the large figure of Christ, is the Greek passage that brings the Christian Scriptures 
back to the beginning of time, “Behold, the dwelling of God is with men! And he will dwell with 
them” (Revelation 21:3). 
 
This passage affirms the understanding of the Christian faith expressed through the paintings of the 
chapel. God created man to be in relationships – not simply with creatures in nature and not simply 
with woman (“bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”). God made man and woman to be in 
relationship with God himself. Sin brought death and despair, causing a long sojourn away from 
paradise. But the sacrificial work of God through Christ’s death on the cross provides atonement, 
bringing reconciliation of man to God and forgiveness to all who believe. As this world comes to an 
end, those found in relation to God through faith in Christ will continue life eternally, the original 
fellowship of the garden restored.  
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A video tour of the chapel by Mark Lanier, as well as a digital copy of “The Stone 
Chapel” booklet are available on our website: 

www.LanierTheologicalLibrary.org 

From the homepage of the library’s website, go to “About Us” and then to “The 

Chapel.” Scroll down to "Video Tour" and click the play button to watch the 

chapel video.  To print your own copy of the chapel booklet, scroll down to 

“Chapel Booklet, in two parts.”  
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